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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).
VERMIN DESTRUCTION.
As to Strychnine Supplies.

Hon, F. R. WELSH asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(i} Is the Government aware that pas-
toralists and farmers are unable to obtain
sufficient quantities of strychnine to poison
vermin—partieularly foxes and dingoes?

(ii) Is it a fact—(a) that only limited
quantities of strychnine are permitted to be
imported from India; {b) that the quota
thereof allocated to Western Australia is
not nearly sufficient to meet requirements;
(c) that supplies of strychnine from Great
Britain, also, sre available?

{(iii) Will the Government approach the
Federal authority concerned, and impress
upon it the absolute necessity fthat sup-
plies of strychnine be immediately made
available in Western Australia, from what-
soever source, to combat this definite menace?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:—

(i) The Government has drawn the atten-
tion of users to the shortage of strychnine
and sugpested substitutes, pending additional
supplies becoming available.

{ii) (a) The only restriction upon im-
ports is lack of available supply.

(b) 18,576 ozs. have been allotted West-
ern Australia, for delivery by December,
1944, This is mora than normally used.

(¢} It has only been possible to obtain
gmall quantities from Great Britain.

(iii) The supply indicated ahove followed
representations of the Government,
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GOLDMINING,.

As to Cyanide Supplies.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS asked the Chief
Seeretary :—

(i) Is the Government aware that
licenses to import cyanide from Canada are
not mnow being granted, owing to the
alleged fact that cyanide is mow available
from the United Kingdom?

(ii) (a)} Are supplies available from the
United Kingdom; and, if go, (b} what quan-
tity bas been allocated to this Statef

(iil) If supplies are not available, is the
Qovernment aware of the urgent neeessity
that prompt action be taken to obtain suf-
ficient. supplies to aveid the closing down
of any mine in this State, thereby adversely
affecting those towns dependent on the gold-
mining industry, particularly Kalgoorlie,
Boulder and Norseman?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:—

(i) Yes.

(it) {a}, {b) Certain supplies are avail-
able from United Kingdom, and 670 tons
are now being supplied and a request for
65 tons monthly is being eonsidered.

(iii} The Government recently approached
the Commonwealth authorities strongly urg-
ing that imports from both England and
Canada be permitted, as it is most unlikely
that one country can meet all requirements
at present,

MOTION—IREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT.

Ty Disallow Bagged-Wheat Charges
Regulation,
Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter—
That new regulation No. 148 made under
the I‘remantle Harbour Trust Act, 1902, as
publiched in the ‘Government anel'te" of
the 24th December, 1943, and laid on the Table

of the House on the 1st August, 1944, be and
is hereby disallowed.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.38]:
I support Mr, Baxter now as I supported
him last year when he moved a similan
motion. It is a matter of surprise that the
same subject is brought up again by the
Government. Apparently the Government
considers it fair game to impose another
levy upon the farmers. For many years
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners included & representative who
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protected the interests of the wheat
producers, One representative of the
growers, Mr. Basil Murray, died, and
Myr. Henry Tanner, a wheatgrower, was
appointed to succeed him. Unfortunately
the growers lost Mr. Tanner; and from that
time forth farmers prowing wheat and put-
ting the whole of their produce over the
gantries have never had anyone to look after
their interests,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who succeeded Mr.
Tanner?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Mr. Mann.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Is he an ex-farmer
or a farmer?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: He is not a
representative of the wheatgrowers, but is,
I understand, a union secretary. Of the
other members of the Trust, one represents
shipping interests, one the merchants and
one the Treasury, and two represent Labour.
There is every inducement for the Trust to
increase the eost of handling—in the in-
terests of Labour. Certainly nobody on the
Trust has any interest in trying to reduce
the cost to the farmer; he is fair game. The
new regulation inereases the cost of hand-
ling bagged-wheat by 100 per cent.; that is,
the amount levied jumped from £50,000 to
£100,000 from the time the change was made
in June, 1943. That is an enormity. I look
upon it as a ramp; I cannot see it in any
other way. Ever since the farmers lost their
representatives on the Trust they have bheen
without representation, for although an ap-
peal has been made to the Government to
appoint a farmer’s representative, the re-
quest has been refused.

The farmers’ property was thrown to the
wolves, | cannot view the matfer in any
other light. 1 draw attention to the fact
that this is a method the Government adopts
to defeat the intentions of members who
desire to see respect paid to proposals passedl
by this Parliament for good and sufficient
reasons. I congratulate the Chief Secretary
on the case he submitted on behalf of the
Fremantile Harbour Trust. He claimed thal
the costs to the Trust had increased and that
we must ensure that the Trust received suffi-
cient revenue to prevent a loss being re-
corded. For a number of years we have
been operating under the rates that were
originally fixed and even if there has been,
a lJoss—which T query—the Government
should udmit that this has been more than
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made up by the enormous profils from hand-

'ling farmers’ products.

The Chief Seeretary: Thery is uo profit
et all.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: On other lines
there have been profits galore.

The Chief Secretary: The only point to
be decided is whether the Trust should be
recouped the actual cost of handling bagged-
wheat. That is the only guestien involved.

Hon. J. Cornell: The alternative is to hold
it here in bulk.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The attitude of
the State Government contorms lo that of
the Commonwealth Government., When the
Commonwealth Government took over the
handling of the whole of the farmers’ wheat
it directed that Western Australian wheat
should be handled in bags. That decision
was made within the last couple of years.
Fortunately we had on the Australian
Wheat Board two farmers’ representatives—
Messrs. Teasdale and Diver—who combated
that proposal, peinting out to the Australian
Wheat Board that Western Australia had
adopted ifs own method of handling wheat,
which was in bulk. That cost the Govern-
ment of Western Australia nothing, because
the farmers themselves, at their own ex-
pense, installed the whole system of bulk-
handling. Incidentally the railways are
making huge profits as a result becanse the
department derives wonderful revenue from
the sites—which were originally only heaps
of sand—on whieh the bulk-bandling bins
are erected. In addition, wheat is earried
in bags at a lower freight than that carried
in bulk, the department having imposed an
extra charge per ton on bulk wheat. Nothing
was done towards helping the farmers to
carry their wheat in bulk.

The Government would not construct vans
to transport the wheat, so vans had to be
lined with canvas and that was done at tha
expense of the farming community. That
cost comes out of the proceeds from their
wheat. The Midland Razilway Co. followed
the lead of the Government in imposing the
extra charge on the carriage of wheat, hut
ultimately the ecompany found that the car.
riage of wheat was so profitable that there
was no need to continue making the extra
levy on bulk wheat and consequently de-
cided to cancel that extra payment. Accord-
ingly bulk wheat is carried at the same rate
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&5 bagged-wheat over the Midland railway.
That was the attitude of a private company
but from that day to this the Government
has never seen fit to make a similar reduc-
tion. Although the Government knows full
well that the carriage of bulk wheat has
been highly profitable to it, this unreason-
able and atrocious charge is made, leading
to a doubling of the cost of handling bag-
ged-wheat at Fremantle.

There will be every inducement to in-
ercase the charges if we approve of ihe
existing regulation. The tendency will eon-
tinue for ever. Probably it will be said
that the regulation constituted a war meas-
ure. When hostilities cease we will, I truse,
revert to the bulk-handling of wheat. I
quite understand that owing to ecircum-
stances arising out of the war it has been
necessary to despatch a larger proportion
of bagged-wheat from Fremantle. But it
must be remembered that when the Com-
monwealth Govedrnment .assumed control
of the export of wheat, the representatives
of the farmers on the Australian Wheat
Board were deprived of their seats. 1 refer
to Mr. Teasdale and Mr. Diver. They were
got rid of because they protesied that
Western Australia could handle wheat in
bulk far more cheaply than was possible
in any other State. They also asserted that
the wheat handling system in this State
was much more favourable than the sys-
tems operating elsewhere.

The Chief Secretary: That sounds like
one point favouring this Government’s
policy.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It was not a
matter of Government policy; it was in
spite of the Covernment that bulk-handling
was inaugurated. The Government wanted
to continue bandling wheat in bags.

The Chief Secretary: You should change
your adviser.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : Under the bulk-
handling system extra facilities were in-
stalled at various railway sidings and the
whole secheme operated highly suecessfully.
I do not agree that the frightful increases
in the cost of handling bagged-wheat
should be approved, and I ecommend Mr.
Baxter for his attitude in endeavouring to
disallow the regulation.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, & B. WOOD {East) [4.63]: I de-
sire to join in the eongratulations that have
been extended to members who were re-
clected to this Chamber, some with substan-
tial majorities, others with majorities not
so substantial,

Hon. L. Craig: What do you mean by
that?

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Just what I said. In
my econgratnlations I inelnde those who
were returned unopposed. I understand,
from conversations with some of the older
members, that the return of all ten mem-
bers who sought re-election constitutes a
record for this House. Generally, one or
two fall by the wayside. In this instance
we can all be highly satisfied with the re-
sult of the elections. I desire to make a
few brief references to the recent Referen-
dum, which I regard as the most important
ever beld apart from that dealing with the
question of Federation. I wish to enter
an emphatic protest regarding the wanton
expenditure of publie funds by the Com-
monwesalth Government at such a time.

I do not refer so mmueh to the ezpendi-
ture on the Referendum itself, although I
do not altogether agree with the taking off
such a vote in wartime, but rather to the
action of the Government in spending kun-
dreds of thousands of pounds—how much
the expenditure amounted to would be in-
teresting to ascertain—in furtherance of
the “Yes’’ vote. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, fought the “No” voters with their
own money! In my opinion no earlier Com-
monwealth Government was ever guilty of
such a shocking action. We know what
happened in the past when referenda were
held by Governments led by Mr. Hughes,
Mr. Menzies and others. The cases for the
affirmalive and the negative were put be-
fore the people, and that ended the propa-
ganda,

On this oceasion we had a lot of talk
and the expenditure of a tremendous
amount of money on propaganda. I under-
stand the Commonwealth Government is-
sued at least 20 pamphlets; I have seen 15
of them. We had the propaganda indulged
in by Dr. Evatt. We have seen the full-
page advertisements, of which some were
not truthful, and others, if truthful, were



328

misleading. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment told the people to vote ‘‘Yes,”’ fail-
ing which they would not secure houses,
they would lose their pensions, and o on.
What is most amazing to me is that many
people were led to believe, beeause of the
utterances of Commonwealth Ministers who
came here and of others as well, that there
would not be any housing scheme if the
Referendum did not result in approval of
the Government’s wishes, Yet within a
week of an overwhelming ‘‘No'' vote
being recorded, a housing scheme was for-
mulated as a result of a conference between
representatives of the Commonwealth and
State Governments. How they had the
audacity to do that in view of their pre-
Referendum statements, I cannot under-
stand !

Hon. J. Cornell: You know them now.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: I certainly do, and
T enter my emphatic protest against what
has been done. In my opinion, not suffi-
cient protest has been made against the huge
expenditure in advocaecy of the ‘‘Yes"
vote. While gratified at the defeat of the
(Government’s proposals, I was very disap-
pointed with the result of the voting in
Western Australia. I was interested in the
excuses made by the Prime Minister and
bis colleagues as to why the Referendum
was not agreed to in the affirmative. I
have made a note of some of the excuses.
The Prime Minister, in a publie statement,
said he had been inclined to avoid holding
& referendum in wartime. Perhaps that is
so, Evidently he was over-ruled by a
stronger mind—that of Dr. Evatt, I sup-
pose. The Prime Minister also said that
the Referendum had been prejudiced by
the Commonwealth being engaged in a war,
I do not think it was. If the Referendum
had been held in peacetime there would
have heen a still more overwhelming major-
ity of ““No’’ votes,

Then again Dr. Evati said that had there
been more time there would have been a
different tale to tell. I believe that if the
Commonwealth Qovernment and its spokes-
men had had more time, the result would
have been far more in opposition to their
desires than it proved to be. I know that
most people were heartily sick of the whole
thing. I took avery opportunity to turn
my wireless off when I heard people indulg-
ing in Referendum propaganda. Yet Dr.
Evatt had the andacity to claim that there
was not sufficient time! The propaganda

[COUNCIL.]

availed of in Western Australia—I do not
know what was the position in the other
States——was such that as the people were
told that if they did not vote ‘“Yes’’ they
would be done out of this and done cut of
that, they finally did not know where they
stood. I suppose there wus some exXcuse
for the attitude of the people in this State
because of the statements made by the
Ministers of the Crowu.

Hen. J. Cornell: The outstanding fea-
ture of the Referendum was the Queens-
land vote.

Hon. G. B. W0OOD: Yes. I hope such an
episode will never again oecur in the his-
tory of Australia. So much for the Refer-
endam. Dealing now with the Electoral
Act, I am glad Mr. Baxter has indicated
his intention to move for the appointment
of a Setect Committee to consider that legis-
lation with a view to recommending neeessary
amendments. I certainly believe the Elee-
toral Act is long overduve for a thorough
investigation, particularly with regard to
the sections dealing with postal voting. T
am not going to suggest what I think abont
it now, but will give a few of my experi-
ences in regard to postal voting in eonnee-
tion with the Iast Legislative Couneil
election. I believe I shall be able to con-
vinee some members that it is desirzble to
appoint a Select Committee, and that many
aspeets of our elactoral system require roeti-
fieation,

There should he more responsibility evi-
denced than at present in connection with our
postal vote officers. When an election is
being held certain paid officials should be
posted in specified places to take postal votes
and do nothing else. I made arrangements
for certain peopla at Cottesloe to vigit the
Town Clerk’s office there and have their
postal votes taken. I went to the Town
Clerk and told him that these people were
ealling on the following day or the day
after in order to record their postal votes,
and whilst he agreed that he was a postal
vote officer he said that he had no papers
and would not be able to take the votes.

Hon. J. Cornell: That was his fault.

Hon. G. B. WQOD: Yes. There shounld
be availuble responsible persons to look
after such people. The date I am speaking
of was some ten days before the election.
I journeyed from Perth to Cottesloe and
took with me all the necessary papers, en-
velopes, cte, so that when these people
ealled at the Town Clerk's office their votes
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might be taken. One does not expect per-
sonsg to have to go from one postal vote
officer to another before they can record
their votes. I found that the officer in ques-
tion was sick and I bad all my trouble for
nothing. I do not know now whether those
votes were ever taken. (On another ocecasion
I saw the Town Clerk at Guildford who said
that, although he had been a postal vote
officer, he had resigned. I went to another
man who said that he had received no in-
structions and could not fake any vofes. I
told him that the nominations had been men-
tioned in the paper and suggested that he
could well take the postal votes, but be said
he had received no instruetions. I suppose
he received them later on. Seeing that the
names of the candidates had appeared in
the paper I cannot see why a postal vote
officer should not aceept the postal votes.

Hon. J. Cornell: He did not know his
Job.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: It is difficult cnough
to get people to vote without having this
sort of thing going on. 1 told another man
that he conld record his vote at the office
of the Perth Road Board, but when he went
there he was told that he could not vote for
& eandidate for the REast Provinee, though
he could have dope so for a seat in the As-
sembly.

Hon. J. Cornell: Those people did not
know their joh.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: We should have re-
sponsible people to look after these things.
A list of offieers is available and one naturally
assomes it is all right to send voters to them
in order that they may record their votes.
There 1s much room for improvement at the
Perth electoral office itself. One eannot ex-
pect old people to tramp upstairs in order
to record their votes and, furthermore, there
is no notice posted ouiside to say that people
can record their votes in the building. Two
or three of my friends had a job to find a
place in which to vote.

I saw one old gentleman in Barrack-street
who did not know where to vote, but I was
able to tell him. Surely it is possible to post
a man on the ground floor and put up a
notice some two or three weeks before an
election so that the votes of people may be
taken by that man. These are matters which
could well be looked into. Then there is the
method of enrolling for the Legislative Coun-
cil. T <aid to onc man I know that he might
as well record his vote, but he said he was not
on the roll althongh he had received no notifi-

cation to that effect. When people are put
on the roll, why should they not be notified?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: They are notified if
their names are removed.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Yes. If a person is
put on the Legislative Council roll, why
shonld he not be notified? He receives such
a notification in connection with the Com-
monwealth or State Agsembly rolls. Names
of people are taken off that should not be
removed from it. I know of many instances
of that sort of thing.

Hon., A. Thomson: And not notified.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Some are notified.
People accept the position and say they sup-
pose they are not eligible to vote for the
Legislative Couneil.

Hon. J. Cornell: As a tule they do not
take the trouble to reply.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: That is so. Many
people who have received a notification that
they have been taken off the roll imagine
that they are not eligible and therefore do
not have to vote. The methods employed
are all wrong. A lady in Northam who
owned property and lived in her own house
and bad never moved from Northam was
taken ofi the roll, but does not know why.
She says she was not notified. I do not
know what methods are adopted, but per-
haps all these things eould be inquired into
by a Select Committee and the necessary
alterations made. I now wish to refer to
some of the propaganda which emanated
from Trades Hall in regard to the abolition
of the Legislative Council or altering the
franchise. Many people think they must
own property before they can vote. They
are told that this is the House of capitalists
and a rich man’s place.

Hon. L. Craig: They ought to look at our
overdrafts.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: People get that idea.
I said to a bank manager, “You must go
on the roll.” He replied, “I am not eligible
because I do not own a house.” I know two
or three instances of the same kind. I said
to this manager, “You live on the bank pre-
mises,” and he replied, “I do not pay any
rent.” I said, “That does not matter. A
man 143 only to occupy a place worth 6s.
10d. & week to be put on the roll.” Surely
that is a reasonable enough franchise.
People have all this propaganda pumped
into them and do not know where they stand.
The sooner they are educated on the matter
the better. Another piece of propaganda
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is in regard to the number of persons who
record their votes for the Upper House. I
saw a statement made Tecently that only
about one-ninth of people on the roll record
their votes.

Voting for this Chamber is not compul-
sory. I venture to say that if people did
not have to vote for the Legislative Assembly
there would be just as low a vote for that
Chamber as there is for this one. At the
time of the election for the East Province
there was also & by-election for the Swan
electorate. I took the trouble to segregate
that roll and found there were 1,370 persons
in the Swan who were eligible to vote for
the Legislative Council. I gave them some
special attention, and I know they would
all go to the poll. I subsequently found
that 500 of them did not vote at all for the
Council election, They went to the poll in
connection with the Swan by-election be-
cause they were compelled to do so, but
they did not trouble to vote for the Legis-
lative Couneil, although they received plenty
of attention from me as well as from my
opponent. Many people do not seem to want
to vote and appear to be hurt when they
are obliged to vote. If they can get out of
going to the poll they do so. Many people
say that they do naot want to vote and only
vote when compelled to do so.

Hon. L. Craig: Scores of people make
that remark.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: They seem to want
to get out of voting if they possibly ean.
The figures in connection with the Swan
electorate are illuminating. Some 5,000
people went to the poll in the 32 polling
booths, and 500 did not vote for the Legis-
lative Council candidates becanse they did
not have to. That shows the difference be-
tween compulsory and non-compulsory vot-
ing. It is the answer to why we have so
gsmall a nomber of people recording their
votes. We would have the same thing in
connection with the Legislative Assembly
if it were not compulsory for votes to be
recorded. Certain people should be told off
for two or three weeks before an eleetion
for the sole purpose of taking postal votes.
People should not have to wander all over
the place to record such votes. Such officers
should be paid and would have to carry out
their duties.

I know we cannot have absentee voting as
it is conducted in connection with Common-
wealth elections because of unopposed seats,
I hope the House will agree to the appoint-
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ment of a Select Committee and meanwhile 1
will say no more ahout the subiect. With re-
gard to rural matters, we know how import-
ant superphosphate is to Australia, 1 have
often wondered why the American Forees,
in particular, have done nothing about re-
taking Nauru Island where our superphos-
phate deposits are. I do not know whether
this Government could make representations
to the Commonwealth Government with a
view to Naurn Island being taken in the
near future, Other islands all around that
one have been re-occupied. In view of the
importance of superphospbate to Australia,
and particularly Western Australia, I am
surprised that nothing has heen done. No
one seems to care very much about the
matter.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You do not expeet us
to advise the Army authorities to do this,
do you?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Tt may not have
occurred to them that it is necessary to re-
take the island.

Hon. L. Craig: It is of No, 1 prionty.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Definitely, as is alsc
the manufacture of the machinery necessary
to handle the deposits. In view of the im-
portanee of this question to Australia I hope
something ean be done at no distant date
to have at all events the machinery got
ready for installation against the time when
the island iz re-taken. Apparently it has
been hy-passed altogether. Qur Allies are
taking on much harder jobs.

I desire to touch onm some Agrieul-
tural Bank matters. Some of our road
boards are perturbed becaunse the bank
is taking all the proceeds of farmers
crops and not msaking provision for
the payment of rates owing to the road
boards. Some of our eountry road boards
are in a very bad way indeed, s they prac-
tically have to depend npon the payment of
these rates, for instance, the Lake Grace
and Wongan Hills Road Boards, I believe
that 70 per cent. of the rates owing to the
Wongan Hills Road Board are in respect
of properties mortgaged to the Agrieultural
Bank. Only yesterday I received a letter
from the secretary of that board. I shall
read it, as it clearly explains the position—

The matter of outstanding Agrieultural
Bank rates is causing my board considerabls
concern, and in view of the faet that of nm
amount of £2,203 18s, 9d. outstanding at 30th
June, 1944, Agricultura] Bank rates amounfed
to £1.989 12 7d., leaving a balance of only
£304 6s. 2d, against other clients, any assist-
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anee you could render in having a reduction
made by the Agricultural Bank would be ap-
preciated by the board. We have on ome er
two oceasions isswed summonsea against de-
faulters who were Agricultural Bank clients
but this does not seem to be of much benefit
as these people claim that the Bank takes all
proceeds and will not advance the momey for
the payment of rates.

Members will note that there is owing to
the Wongan Hills hoard nearly £2,000 by
Agricultural Bank clients, while only £304
is owing by other ratepayers. The bank
will not do anything shout the matter. It
seems to me very wrong that the bank
should not assist the board by releasing at
least some of the money to pay the out-
standing rates. Other boards are concerned
besides the Wongan Hills hoard. I trust the
Minister will give me a reply on this point.
I have on previons occasions in this Cham-
ber had something to say about meat sup-
plies for Western Australia. Two years ago
I warned those concerned that if they did
not leave meat price-fixing alone there would
be a shortage of meat. I told the late Mr.
W. A. White then that he was dealing with
a matter of which he knew nothing and that
the result would be that fat stock would not
be available for the market. That position
has arisen.

We are faced today with a definite short-
age. However, I want to be quite fair; the
shortage which we see looming ahead is due
not only to price-fixing but also to the
drought. A great deal of the shortage has
been bronght about by produeers not bother-
ing to fatten their sheep in view of the high
prices cobtainable for wool. People with
1,000 or 2,000 wethers run them on their
property for wool, and that practice will
continue as long as wool remains at its pres-
ent price. Those responsible for price-fixing
know very little about this matter. I pointed
ont fo the House three years ago that price-
fixing of meat was practically impossible, as
there were such great disparities in the
quality of the meat and in the cost of pro-
ducing it. Some producers pay more interest
than others; some producers have better
properties than others. I shall read to the
House what Mr. R. B. Williamson said on,
this matter recently. He is the Western
Australian representative on the Australian
Meat Board and what he says confirms what
I said some years ago. He says—

(1) The failure of the Minister of Com-
merce, Mr, Scully, to accept the Meat Board’s
plan of July, 1942, to increase produetion and
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give producers security in so doing for a speci-
fled term; (2) dieregard until recently of the
advice to increase lamb export prices to give
the producer the same relative increase as pro-
ducers of other types of meat and wool (one
probable effect of this has been that in Vie-
toria about 400,000 less ewes were mated for
export lambs than the previens year); (3)
failure of rationing to produce the estimated
sarplus anticipated by the Meat Industry Com-
mission; (4) lack of control over strikers in
abattoirs; (5) ecurtzilment of transport for
store and fat stock in the Eastern 8tates
through coal shortage, and (6) the entire lack
of co-operation with producers by the Minister
of Commerce (Mr. Sculiy) and the Controller
of Meat Supplies (Mr. Tonkin), A local ex-
ample of this was seen during the recent visit
of these gentlemen to this State—

That was while the Referendum was on.
——when neither consgidered it worth while to
discuss the expected difficulties of supplies in
Western Australia during the ensuing months
with either producer organisations or with even
the members appointed by the Minister as ad-
visers to the Depnty Controller of Meat Sup-
plies (Mr. Farrell).

To me it seems appalling that such people
will nos even seek the advice of the elected
representatives of the State. We do not
wish to send a special representative. We
have the Australian Meat Board, on which
all the producers of Australia are repre-
sented, but that board will not even consult
the producers throughout Australia. As an
example, Mr. Scully and Mr, Tonkin made
an arrangement regarding the price of meat
for export to Great Britain and did not
even consult the Australian Meat Board, not-
withstanding that representations were made
to them to do so. If this sort of thing is to
continue, I fail to see how we can get people
to produce mutton. When I saw Mr. White
some years ago, he said, “We will come and
take it from the farmers” I replied that
it would not be fat. Now we have got into
this jam; but, as T said, I want to be quite
fair.

Part of the trouble has been caused by the
drought, but quite a lot has heen eaused by
this silly interference, which will eontinue as
long as wool ratains its present price, I
desire to touch briefly on soldier land settle-
ment. I do hope that those who are con-
cerned in putting soldiers on the land will
use the utmost caution. I believe that in
1939, when people were talking of placing
soldiers on the land, they said the soldiers
would not go there. However, prices were
lower then than they are today. I hope we
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shall not be led astray by the present high
prices in any scheme for soldier land settle-
ment; let us bage any such scheme on the
prices prevailing in a normal year. It is all
very well to say that Mr. Scully can keep
prices up; he may do so for a time, but he
cannot do it indefinitely.

Hon. J. Cornell: We are watching that
aspect of it.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: Let us put the sol-
diers on the land on thaf basis, with a debt
as if the prices were those prevailing in
193%. That is the point I make. Much has
heen said during the debate about our high
schools. I notice in today's paper that Mr.
Clare has said that a big programme is in
hand for the erection of additional schools,
That is very pleasing, but I hope some at-
tention will be given to our existing sehools.
I desire to refer particularly to the Northam
High School. Last year on the Address-in-
reply I mentioned that children had to walk
right across Northam to the domestic science
centre which was established a mile away,
but the only answer I got was that that was
all right because children in Perth and F're-
mantle had to do it aiso.

Today the Northam High School is hope-
lessly overcrowded and I trust the Govern-
nent will do something about it very shortly.
It is not a big job, such as erecting a new
school. As I was passing the school the
other day I saw to my amazement from 100
to 200 bicycles parked on the footpath. I
thought it extraordinary that these bicycles
should be thrown on to the footpath and be
exposed to the weather. I accordingly spoke
to one of the children and asked how many
bicycles there were at the school. I was told
there were about 200. Some hoys had a
little shed to aecommodate their bicycles,
but the rest were parked in the street. This
seems to me to be very wrong, especially in
view of the shortage of tyres, Surely a shed
could be built to hold the machines,

The Chief Secretary: Would you give it
first priority?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. It would not
cost very much. It is unsightly to see all
those bicycles parked in the street, besides
which their exposure to the weather is de-
teriorating them. Dr. Hislop mentioned the
retirement of Dr. Atkinson, and I would like
to bring up the dismissal of Mr. Lee, the
headmaster of the Northam High School.
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Mr. Lee reached the retiring age early last
year and was asked if he would like to con-
tinue in his position indefinitely on account
of the war. About two weeks before the
end of the last term of 1943 he ve-
ceived a telephone message from the
post office; the official telephoned a tele-
gram to him stating that he was finished
with in two weeks. That is how he was
dismissed. I would like to hear from the
Minister on this matter, as it is an unfair
way to treat a man like Mr. Lee, who was till
then ihe only headmaster the High Schaol
had had. He did not mention the matter
to me, nor did he ask me to bring it up. 1
consider the way in which he was dismissed
was seandalous. He had been at the school
for some 25 years and that is how the
department got rid of him. He naturally
thought he would he retaining his position
until the end of the war. He has many
years of service left in him. As soon as he
retired, three secondary schools ran after
him—the Wesley College, Secoteh College
and Hale School. He is now teaching at
the Hale School,

The Chief Secretary: Did you eheck up
on that?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. Had he received
the telegram, that would have heen bad
enough; but it was telephoned to him. The
notice he got may have been three weeks
before the end of the term, but I believe
it was only two, otherwise I am positive
about the facts of his dismissal. I have
had a good deal to say about the pass
around the Greenmount tunnel and T de-
sire to congratulate the Government on
having put the work in hand, but why
should only 20 men be employed on it* T
am not altogether blaming the State Gov-
ernment,

Hon. J. Cornell: Why wait 40 years to
do the work?

Hon. G. B, WOOD: There is something
in that remark. Twenty men are engaged
on that work like a few ants shifting sand
to an ant heap. At the present rate of
progress 12 months will elapse before the
work is completed. I have asked questions
on this matter, about the loss of time and
the loss of money involved, yet our Gov-
ernment cannot induce the Commonwealth
Government to release more than 20 men
to fool about on the job that they are doing
now, I support the motion.
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HON. H. SEDDON (North-East): I
would like to add my voice to those that
have been previously raised in extending
congratulations to the members who have
succeeded in being returned. As the lasg
speaker pointed out, it is a rather uniqus
experience for this House, Usnally one or
two fall by the wayside at the triennial
elections, There are a few matters in regard
to the Goldfields that I would like to bring
under the notice of the Government, and
this, of course, is the oceasion when the op-
portenity to do se arises. During the de-
bate on the Supply Bill I asked the ques-
tion: What is the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s attitude in regard to goldmining?
Since then we have had the opportunity of
hearing from the Federal Minister, Senator
Keane, He expressed the opinion that the
Commonwealth Government was seriously
concerned with the future of goldmining.

On the same ocecasion the Premier of the
State also advanced the same views. He
was supported by Mr. Johnson, the Federal
member for Kalgoorlie, and one would ex-
pect to find him concerned with a matter
that so vitally affects his own district. At
the same time we had an expression of opi-
nion from Mr. Ward who is, perhaps, an
even more important member of the Com-
monwealth Government. He said that he,
for his part, could not see that there was
any use in taking gold out of the ground
in one part of the world and putting it in
a hele in the ground in ancther part of
the world. Of eourse, that is quite a com-
mon expression, Considerable use has been
made of it during the last few years, The
obvious reason has been overlooked, The
reason why it has been placed in a hole
in the ground in some other part of the
world is that no Government has heen
game to put it into cireulation.

If any Government did so it wonld make
such an exposure of the way in which the
paper merchants have traflicked in the cur-
rency of every country that the people
would see what has been done to them by
the carefully managed currencies, and by
the manner in which they have been man-
ipulated, very frequently to the disadvan-
tage of the citizen. So I would like to
know, first of all, just exactly what the
Commonwealth Government intends to do
in regard to the goldmining industry, and
how soon we may expeet that industry to
receive the consideration to which it is en-
titled. My reason for saying that is that the
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mines at Kalgoorlie have been battiing for
some 12 or 18 months in an endeavour to
get something like reasonable and continu-
ous fuel supplies. But they are now in the
same position as Are many industries in
the Eastern States.

Latterly they have been living from hand
to mouth in regard to fuel supplies, and
it only needs a particularly heavy wet day
or two to elose down the Kalgoorlie Power
Station and thereby affect many of the
raines on the Golden Mile. Representations
were made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment with a view to overcoming this dif-
feulty, but so far I have seen no reply, or
indication of any action being taken. Ref-
erence has been made to the faet that the
Commonwealth Governmen{ has assisted
the industry by providing the sum of
£100,000 in order to keep in condition those
mines that were eclosed down because of
the manpower position. Some two years
have past since that arrangement was
made.

Hon. J. Cornell: More than that.

Hon, H, SEDDON: Yes, and we find our-
gelves in this position that, while a certain
amount of maintenance work has been kept
going on the mines, it has not been any-
thing like sufficient to keep the mines in
gnch o eondition that they could be readily
worked again. The fact that in many cases
machinery has been taken from these mines
by the military authorities or by the Civil
Gonstruetion Corps for use in more import-
ant war work has also been mentioned.
That is all right, but the fact remains that
this industry needs a considerable amount
of attention if it is to earry out what is
expected of it after the war in the way of
providing employment for a considerable
number of men during the change-over
period.

1 also raised the auestion as to the price
of gold and as to exactly what steps the
Commonwealth Government has taken to
secure the world price as against the fived
price of £10 an cunce. A reply did not
come directly, but I did see an article in
the Press a day or two afterwards in which
was set out the arrangement made with
the Imperial Government. It stated that
the fixed price of £10 an ounce had been
arrived at by agreement with the Govern-
ment. But the whole story was not tdld.
Reference was made te South Africa and
the fact that South Africa had raised this
question, and that the Minister there had
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definitely settled the sitvation hy his reply.
However, as I say the whole story was not
told in our Press and I think the people in
this State should know it.

I have here an extract from ‘*The Eeo-
nomist’’ of the 22nd April, 1944, *‘The
Economist’’ is & journal which is accepted
as being of suflicient importance and auth-
ority to be quoted with confidence. This ex-
tract commences—

Mr. Hofmeyr, the South African Minister
of Finanee, has this week effectively answered
all querics which have recently been raised in
South Africa about the open market price for
its gold and the policy the Union should follow
in the sale of its geld output.

It later continues—

The South Afriean Reserve Bank takes such
gold as the Union requires for its own needs
and the Bank of England is given the option
to purchase the balance at the official price
of 1683, per fine ounce. Thia gold is paid for
at Capetown or Durban and the British Treas-
ury, for whom the Bank of England acts,
bears the expense of ghipping the gold to
London or New York, ¢r more latterly, Bom-
bay.

The repart goes on to describe the diffi-
culties in South Africa to market that gold
in Bombay. A little further on it states—

A few months ago, added Mr. Hofmeyr, the
British Government had advised the Union of
its intention to sell gold in India. Mr. Hof-
veyr pointed out that the Government ir
India was maintaining the rupee rate despite
inflation, that the British Government, there-
fore, had to pay much more for its require-
ments in India and that, by selling gold at
the open market price it could, to some extent,
offset the effect of these inflated commodity
prices and at the same time combat inflation
by offering Indians gold for hoarding. The
Unpien had pointed out {0 the British Govern-
ment that it had to pay rupee value for cer-
tain purchases in India and that, to that ex-
tent, the Union was importing Indian inflation.
A case was, therefore, pleaded for allowing
the Union some of the bemefit of the higher
gold price in India. An agreement has been
reached whereby the British Qovernment is
giving the Union facilities for sharing in the
sales of gold on the Indian market to the
extent justified by the Union’s imports from
India.

The latter part of that statement is the
comment not made public in our Australian
Press, and it does indicate that the Com-
manwealth Government has not yet cleared
np the situation, nor has it answered the
question as to whether it sold gold at the
increased price and whether, if so, it Te-
ceived the benefit. Nor were we told whether
the Commonwealth Government used that
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gold, as did the South African Government,
to make purchases in India and thus get
the benefit of the inflated price. In any case,
the gold producers of this country are en-
titled to know just exactly what the position
is and to have it clearly stated.

Hon. J. Cornell: South Africa is depend-
ent on its gold, but we are not.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Gold did form a very
important part of the economy of Western
Australia. A statement appeared in the
Press this morning in connection with the
quantity of gold and sterling being held
against our note issue. Ever sinee the war
started the particulars of the actual amount
of gold and the getual amount of paper be-
hind the paper eurrency that we issue to the
people have not heen clearly defined; at
least not for a leng time.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: It was a long
time before the war.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The latest figures 1
saw showed that only a very minute propor-
tion of gold was held behind the note issue.
The balanee consisted, more or less, of Bri-
tish securities. In other words we had paper
to support paper! It seems to me that the
Commonwealth Government could do a great
deal for the goldmining industry by inereas-
ing the amount of gold behind its currency,
in spite of the fact that a good many people
have the idea that gold is no longer re-
guired, and that it does not form part of
modern fiduciary systems. The best answer
to that is for any country to be game enough
to issue gold currency and see what happens.

Another matter I would like to mention
concerns the School of Mines at Kalgoorlie.
Through many vears the school has estah-
lished a reputation of which Western Aus-
tralia should be proud. Numbers of students
have been turned out of that school with a
mining diploma, and occopied important
positions in the mining industry, not only
in this State but in other parts of the world.
One country was particularly eager to pet
students who had qualified at the Kalgoorlie
School of Mines to work its mines, and it
found these men very valuable. Men have
been sent from oversea to this State in order
to attend the School of Mines, and to get
their training in our mines. Their ultimate
objective has been to get their diploma at
the school. 8o, the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines has established its status not only in
this State, but ontside. There is one aspect
that ought to be stressed and it is an aspect
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on which I would Jike a pronouncement from
the Minister.

Why is not the School of Mines directly
connected with the University of Western
Australia, and why has there been & sustained
and persistent attempt through the years
to reduce the status of the School of Mines
to that of a technical school? By adopting
a policy of this sort, we are definitely damag-
ing our own country and its students. The
young men who study at the School of
Mines and gain their diplomas are the ones
te whom we must look to form the profes-
sional staff of our mining industry, and if
we place them in the position of being able
to show only a diploma obtained in an in-
stitution that our own State regards as a
technieal school, we are definitely interfering
with the prospects of those young men in
the career they have vndertaken.

Hon. A, Thomson: Is the Government or
the Universily responsible for that?

Hon. H. SEDDON': I should say the Gov-
ernment. is responsible to the extent that it
is maintaining the School of Mines.
policy was started by the Government in
the time of Mr. Davy, and has not been
remedied. The time has arrived when it
ought to be remedied. ¥ appeal to the Gov-
ernment, which a good many goldfields
people regard as a coastal Government, to
take up this question and definitely put the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie on the same
bagis with regard to our University as the
School of Mines in Adelaide has in relation
to the University of Adelaide. In ather
words, our School of Mines ought to be re-
garded as part and pareel of the University,
doing the mining section of the University
work,

Having dealt with the status of the School
of Mines, there is another aspect of the
school’s aetivity that should receive a great
deal more attention and about which much
more might be stated than has been said. I
refer to the very valuable work being carried
on by the research laboratory associated
with the school. This laboratory has done
exceedingly valuable work in the past. There
is more than one mine operating in this
State solely as a result of tests which were
made by the research staff into the matter
of dealing with the ore and advising the
mine-owners of the best process to put into
operation. One mine, which has a reputation
for low costs and was showing a good profit
gt those low costs, was only able to start
operating after research work had been un-
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dertaken on its behalf by the staff of the
laboratory. The staff showed the process
that could be instituted; it was a process of
which other peaple had not thought. That
mine was in operation until a shortage of
manpower caused it to close down, but it
will be able to restart as soon as manpower
is available.

The conditions under which the members
of the research staff are operating leave
much to be desired. On can go into that
laboratory and see machines for every part
of mining practice installed by the staff to
make the tests. One can see other machines
which are simply associated with the labora-
tory work carrying out their valuable tests.
Work is being done in eonneetion with an
industry other than gold, the result of which
we hope will inercase considerably the value
of a partieular produect that is urgently
needed for war purposes. The work, how-
ever, is being done under considerable diff-
culty. Members can imagine the conditions
under which these men are working in that
climate when they are trying to secure deli-
cate re-action or when endeavouring fo as-
certain exactly what treatment would be best
for s certain class of ore. The laboratory
is about the size of this Chamber and open
to the infiltration of dust and other sub-
stances which interferes with the work.
When it comes to the most delicate part of
the work such as that involving the operating
of the balances and also office work, it is
neeessary to go into the school proper.
Surely a iaboratory of this description is
entitled to receive a little more considera-
tion! The conditions under which these men
work should be made more suitable to the
work and more eongenial all round.

Mention of the work of the School of
Mines leads me to remark that a system has
grown up in Australia that needs to be over-
hauled. The C.8.I.R, has done a lot of
purely scientifie work, but it has also tackled
and solved problems which have saved Aus-
tralia literally millions of pounds. I might
indicate the outstanding achievement—the
fact that by research work the seientists
were able to eombat and overcome the
prickly pear curse over so many millions of
acres of land in Queenslend and northern
New South Wales. Yet not one penny was
made available to the C.S.LR. by the people
who benefited most. The institution was
kept going entirely by Government grants.
In the working of the School of Mines, the
same thing applies. A considerable amount
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of time and money is spent in earrying out
this research work, and so far as I know
not one penny has been paid by those who
have benefited most. While this attitude
to the industry certainly reflects great
credit on the Mines Department, it does not
seem to be sound commercially, and when
we contrast it with the attitude adopted in
the United States of America, where thous-
ands of men are engaged in pure research
work in the various Universities, we find
that the arrangements between the commer-
cial institutions and the Universities is quite
different from the attitude adopted in
Western Australia or even in the Common-
wealth. T would like to read a paragraph
dealing with this matter:—

‘Under the system introduced by Robert
EKennedy Duncan, of the Mellon Institute,
Pittsburg, it is possible for o firm of relatively
small size to establish a fellowship at a central
research institution. The fellow, supported by
the firm, has the advantage of associating with
other scientists and of the use of superior
equipment, which includes not only the labora-
tory but the library and machine shop., The

findings of the fellow are at the disposal of
the donor.

The 370 page report prepared by a speeial
committee of the National Research Council
was issued in 1941, by the National Resources
Planning Board. In 1940, 2,350 companies em-
ploved 70,033 ypersons in 3,480 lahoratories.
More than half were professionally trained.
Chemists represented 22.5 per cent. of the
total and engineers next with 21.4 per cent.
There is an aspect of research work that
might well be investigated by the Govern-
ment. While these men are doing & lot of
valuable work, not only irn mining and en-
gineering, but also in other directions, there
should be a scheme whereby the discoveries
they make should be recognised. In view of
what is involved, 1 hope the Government
will see its way to take advantage of the
suggestion and do something along the sam:
lines with respect to our School of Mines
laboratory. 1 again stress the need for see-
ing that the conditions under which the
men work are made more congenial in order
that their efficiency may definitely be im-
proved.

Incidentally, connected with this subject
is the question of the secientific library., This
is a very important matfer. I understand
that the scientific library in conneetion with
the research institute is not kept as up-to-
date as it might be. When we realise the
tremendous progress that has been and is
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being made, not only in mining practice but
also in scientific work of all deseriptions,
surely it is necessary that the library should
receive attention!; Not only books but also
periodicals should be provided and made
available to the staff, so that their knowledge
of what is happening elsewhere might be
kept up-to-date. The work done at the
School of Mines bas been very valuable, and
the Government should do something in the
way of propaganda to show the nature of
the work and the value of it to goldmining
as well as to other branches of the mining
industry.

In the years preceding the application of
the flotation proeess, which made such a dif-
ference to the cost of goldmining, the staff
of the School of Mines was engaged on flota-
tion research and advocated that thiy
method should be applied to the mines on the
Golden Mile. Some of the staff are today
investigating further developinents in mining
practice which might have as rcvolutionary

‘gn effect on the mining “practice of tha

future as the introduction of the flotation
process had in the past. These facts should
be made known, and the work these men are
doing should be recognised by the peopla
of the State. I do not suppose that one in
a thousand of the population knows any-
thing about the work or its value, but thesa
men go on working quietly day after day
trying to solve the problems that arc pre-
sented to them. We have a museum at the
School of Mines. I do not think there is a
known mineral a specimen of which cannot be
found in that museum. Yet 1 doubt whether
there are many people in the State who
know of that, and fewer still who are aware
that information can be obtained by referring
to the School of Mines in the event of diffi-
culties being experienced with minerals with
which they are brought into eontact.

Now I want to refer to a matter that is,
I think, exercising the minds of most of our
fellow citizens; and that is the question of
just how far Governments have gone as
regards dealing with the very important
question of post war reconstruetion. The
course of the war has brightened consider-
ably, so much so that people today are be-
ginning to ask the question more and more
urgently. They have been promised a lot
of things, but I think they want a little
more definite information and a bit more
definite evidence too, as to just exactly how
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far, and by what method, the reconstruction
is {o be carried out. A very significant an-
nouneement was made the other day that the
Empire training scheme was to be discon-
tinued. Emphasis has been laid on the fact
that Auvstralia would be required to partici-
pate more and more in the production of
food, not only with regard to continuance
of the war, but also in order to assist in
pogt-war supplies of food to those European
countries which have been over-run and de-
prived of their food supplies.

A most interesting statement was made by
Professor Copland when he was recently in
Western Australia, with regard to the
problem of post-war reconstruction, and T
intend to refer to his remaarks shortly, he-
cause they indicate the attitude of the
economist on this question. Incidentally,
the economist is coming in for a certain
amount of publicity today; and it is inter-
esting to note that in 1932, when we faced
a national erisis in Australia, the economist
came forward and did his best to alleviate
the situation which he had had no part in
creating but with regard to which, on the
other hand, be bad issued repeated warnings
to the Australian people over many years.
Because he was called in at the last minote
to remedy the evils which had accumulated
by reason of unsound methods, he received
considerable abuse from a section of the
community, largely the workers.

In view of the position today, when wo
are fighting through an even more important
erisis and are confronted with economic
problems of a greater magnitude than ever
were faced before, the eeonomist again comes
in for a considerable amount of criticism.
This time the ecriticism is coming from
people who during the former crisis were
very nice to the economist. I consider that
the economist can take eredit to himself to
this extent, “Well, at any rate, whatever
advice I am giving, I give quite realising
that it is not going to please everybody; and
I think I can claim to bave been fair in my
reports and in my statements, beecause I am
attacked first from one side and then from
the other.” Personally T have a very great
respect for the economist. My reason for
that respect is that the groundwork inevit-
ably associated with putting the country on
a sound economic basis is that supplied by
the economists through their statistical work,
and through their reporting and advising on
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the economie trends of the community.
There they render a very valuable service.
I consider they have done very good work
during this war.

Possibly some of us may criticise them
from the angle that we think they are trying
to do too much in the way of control and
limitation; but as long as they do it on
fair lines we cannot very well biame them.
However, 1 am inelined to think there is o
danger in confusing the recommendations
and opinions of the economist with Govern-
ment policy. It is quite possible that the
economist is being blamed for things that
are heing done not altogether on his recom-
meridation, but because they fit in with Gov-
ernment policy. Therefore T would like to
suggest that we study the economists’ recom-
mendations, and then the Government poliey.
A corsiderable amount of work has been
done oversea in the direction of facing up
to the war position internationally.

In iwo instances this has been very pro-
minently before the public. One is the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, and the other is
the International Bank of Reconstruction
and Development. On those two agpeets the
Commonwealth Bank report has quite a lot
to say, and a deal of criticism to advance. It
points out that the International Monetary
Fund has been instituted to enable all the
Governments to work together in the diree-
tion of assisting those countries which are
in uvrgent pecd of assistanece with regard to
re-ostablishing their eredit. Their idea is
that those countries which are strong should
be willing to help those countries which are
weak. The Commonwealth Bank indicates
the position which the Australian Govern-
ment might well oceupy on this question, and
points out that Australia can do a great deal
to assist as far as the International Monetary
Fund is concerned. Incidentally, the Com-
monwealth Bank considers that—

Civilian consumption must still be restrained.
The basic objective of a system of war finance
is to inerease production and te transfer re-
sources from eivilian to war uses. In the
carlier stages of the war, these transfers had
to be made practically without consideration of
cost. However, since the major transfers have
already been eompleted and the war effort has
reached its peak, it is necessary to exercise a
much closer supervision over all war expendi-
ture, and to eliminate promptly any uwnneces-
sary projects or services. At the same time
post-war problems also merit our earnest at-
tention, and it would be unwise mot to allot
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some part of ounr resources to the work of
preparation, to the extent that this can he
done without serious detriment to our war
effort . . .

The first problem of food production is to
provide an ine¢rease in ontput, to meet im-
mediate war and post-war needs. The long-
term problem is to direct economic policy so
as to secure improved nutrition and higher
general standards of living,

The problems of international relief and
rehabilitation will be on an unprecedented
acale, and the production and procurement of
supplies for liberated areas will be a grave
responsibility, As an exporter of primary pro-
ducts, Australia will be directly interested.

Then, referring to the International Mone-
tary Fund, the bank points out—

The purpose of the Monetary Fund is to
facilitate the expansion and balanced growth of
international trade and to give confidence to
member countries by making the resources of
the fund available to them to pay for a tem-
porary excesa of imports over exports, . .. In
addition, it contains provision to maintain or-
derly exchange arrangements amongst member
countries and to avoid eompetitive exchange
depreciation, . S0 far as Australia is con-
cerned, the maintenance of employment and
consuming power among the major nations of
the world is one of the most important deter-
minants of the prosperity of her export trade,
and therefore her main insurance against de-
terioration in her international balance of
payments and disturbance t¢ bher internal
fconomy.

Dealing with post-war re-organisation the
report says—

Australia, becauwse the major part of her

export income is provided by commodities
which are sensitive to seasonal changes, and
liable to considerable fluctuation in world prices
ia in a relatively vulnerable position. She must
therefore, always endeavour to maintain an in-
ternel reserve which is high in comparison with
her fotal volume of trade in order to proteet
her internal influences.
These are interesting references because they
indieate, if they indicate anything at all,
the important part that the primary pro-
ducer is going to play in supplying his quota
towards the requirements of the countries
needing it, and also point to the effect this
is going to have on the economy of Australia
and especially the economy of Western Aus-
tralia. Because Western Australia has long
played a vital pari in Australian experts,
the prospecls of the primary producera in
it should be extremely encouraging. From
that angle we have every reason to believe
that there is a bright time ahead for primary
industries.

Professor Copland indicates the eight fae-
tors with regard to post-war reconstrnction,
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and some of them have a very vital bearing
on the subject. The first one to which the
professor refers is the enormous accumu-
lated deferred spending power in the hands
of the publie, which will result in a con-
siderable comsumption of goods. He ealls
attention to the time lag in expansion of the
supply of civil goods, and believes that the
demand for houses, furnishings and equip-
went will be greater than ever before. He
estimates that to overtake the lag will require
from 50,000 to 80,000 houses per year for
five years. The essential materials for con-
struetion being in short supply, he holds
that priorities will be necessitated. The de-
mand for factories, offices, hotels and picture
theaires will compete with the demand for
houses. Further, there will be the demand
of State Governments and local anthorities
for essential deferred public works, Thal
is a point I want to stress, because the other
day we had a report of decisions by the
Loan Council, and those decisions do nof
conform to priorities set out by Professor
Copland.

It seems to me that there is on the Govern.
ment side a desire to push on the national
works, as they are called, at the expense of
the rest of the community. The professor
goes on to say that the rate of flow of de
mobilised personnel to the capacity of in-
dustry te absorb it in appropriate occupa-
tions calls for close consideration. His eight}
point is that there will he a large external
demand for Australian materials and food.
stuffs to rehabilitate European and Asian
communities. All these things demand eon-
tinnance of controls. There must be somc
degree of rationing and priority of mat
ertals, and also direction of investments; and
while price control will gradually diminish,
the price level ahould be higher than previous
to the war. I am quoting at length from the
report of the Commonweslth Bank, but i
has a material bearing on the future poliey
of Australia and of this State. The repori
says—

Whereas the primary purpose of the Inter
national Monetary Fund is to facilitate inter-
national trade, the United Nations Bank for
Reconstruction and Development is designed tc
meet the needs of thoze nations requiring
international leans. Some of the couatries
which have suffered severely during the wai
through devastation amd disorganisation of
their economic life will need foreign loans ta
help them in the work of reconstruction. This
is an international responsibility. International
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loans would facilitate the transition from war
to peace, and by developing productive re-
sources would also assist the growth of inter.
national trade. The Reconstruetion Bank would
therefore be n useful complement to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. It would aiso make
international loans more attractive to creditor
nations. Australia is not likely to require ex-
ternal capital from the bank to finance the
transition {o peace or for purposes of long-
term development, but she will benefit from
any inereases in international trade and pur-
chases in raw materials and foodstuffs which
may be the results of the operations of the
bank. The two institutions which have been
proposed could represent a sipnificant develop-
ment in intermational monetary affairs. It is
the opinion of the board that Australia should
be prepared to partieipate in international ar-
rangements of this kind.

Dealing with reconstruction problems the

report says—

The internal situation in Australia after the
war will be dominated by the requirements of
reconstruction. The absorption inte eivilian
employment of men discharged from the Ser-
vices and the transfer of many people now en-
gaged in war occupations to civilian activities
will be an immenss task. It is elear that ong
of the conditions conducive to the successful
solution of the post-war employment problem
will be the continued maintenance of a high
level of industrial aetivity, This implies that
the reconversion of industry to civilian produc-
tion must be earried through with a minimum
of disturbance, and that ecivilian production
must be enlarged when necessary to absorb any
surplus capacity left by declining war produc-
tion. Some labour and materials will need to
be allocated to undertake the iecessary pre-
paratory work, particularly in connection with
housing and certain phases of manufacturing
industry. E

In the immediate post-war period there will
be no lack of effective demand for both goods
and services. Plant and equipment have de-
teriorated, inventories have been reduced, the
supply of durable consumption goods in the
hands of consumers will need to be replenished,
the demand for housing will be urgent. The
amount of purchasing power already available
to the community in the hands of institutions
and individual consumers, is extremely high.
« + . The active assistanee of the commereial
and industrial community will be required in
continuing enterprise and maintaining employ-
ment. . . . If the necessity for the postpone.
ment of some consumption of goods in short
supply is not recognised, and suitable restraint
imposed, them further inflationary pressures
will be pgenerated, which it may not prove
possible to control.

I have quoted Professor Copland and alsd
from the Commonwealth Bank report, be-
cause both those pronouneements are at one
in pointing out the necessity of meeting de-
mands for civil needs as soon as possible.
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In one ease it is pointed out that as the
war demand diminishes in certain industries,
arrangements must be made for an imme-
diate change-over to supply civilian needs.
It is interesting to note statements made by
Ministers of the Commonwesalth Government
and having a bearing on this aspect of the
post-war period. In February, 1944, Mr.
Chifley, speaking at a meeting, said—

A Ministry of Post-war Reconstruction was
establigshed in December, 1942.

Mr. Ford, speaking at a meeting in May,
1944, said—

The Government would lift control in an
orderly manner and aveid unemployment or
depression.,

Mr. Clarke, at the same meeting, said—

The Government shounld state clearly their
intentions towards private enterprise.
Professor Copland made the remarks I have
quoted. Referring to the transition period,
he said—

Ths transition period from peace to war In-
volves a number of problems, the most import-
ant of which is the natural reaction against
restrictions after the war, and the great prob-
lem will be to reconmcile further restrictiona
with the dieturbed Awustralian economy then
existing.

He then quoted the eight peints I have men-
tioned, and conecluded by saying—

The primary producer should be placed on a
sound economic level.

Mr. MeGowan, who is in charge of Inter-
national Chemical Induostries, said—

The best results are to be obtained by private
enterprise in a system in which certain broad
controls exist. 'These are beyond the power
of private enterprise to secure, but adjustment
between savings and investments should be
established.

It is g reeognised prineiple which has arisen
as a result of economic progress that if
stability is to be maintained in any country
there must be a balance between the savings
of the people and investments, If savings
exceed investments, unbalance exists and the
result is interference with employment. If
investments exceed savings, unbalance is
created and again unemployment results,
and that country which ean best preserve
a halanced ratio between savings on the one
hand and investments on the other is the
one that will maintain the most stable
economy. The importance of that and of
these statements I regard to Australian
policy in the post-war period can readily be
recognised.
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If we are going to carry out the advice of
the Commonwealth Bank and the advice of
the economists, we must give much greater
attention to the necessity for encouraging
private enferprise once more to enter into the
field of supplying civilian needs. We should
make that our first priority. If the Commit-
‘tee for Post-war Reconstruction has been
operating since December, 1942, we would
expect to find that its plans have so far
matured that there will be ne such thing as
people being temporarily out of employ-
ment simply because war orders have ceased.
Arrangements should be made, and should
have been made, for factories that were
snpplying civil requirements before the war
to start immediately on the manufaeture
of goods for civilian needs.

The other day Professor Mauldon issued
a most interesting statement on an examina-
tion of the trend in Western Australia and
indicated the directions in which we
¢an eXpect to find the post-war economy

adjusting itself. He pointed out that
in certain industries there would he a
shortage of employment but that in

other industries there would be a sur-
plus of employment, and indicated how one
would balance the other. Both the Common-
wealth Bank and the economists agree that
Australia bas a most important part to play
during the time of reconstruction in Europe.
That, I think, ean be turned to Australia’s
advantage. While Australia could not be
expected to play a very large part in the
International Monetary Fund on account of
the size of her economy, compared with that
of the other big nations, so far as her own
economy is concerned, her opportunity exists
there and she could go a long way towards
placing her economy, so far as internal
trade is concerned, on a sound basis.

Before the war we had £400,000,000 to
£500,000,000 of oversea debt, I noticed the
other day that the Commonwealth Bank, in
its figures, indicated that it had a credit
oversea of £103,000,000. Surely Australia'’s
part so far as the International Monetary
Fund is eoncerned is to encourage by all
means in her power the produetion of pri-
mary products for supply to those nations
that we have found to be so seriously short
of food and the necessities of life. By our
adopting that policy and arranging our
economy to enable the primary producers
to carry on at s profit, those primary pro-
ducers will be enabled to do a good job in
this country in the way of putting us in a
sound position oversea and reducing the
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oversen debt by thus inereasing oversea
credits. They will put us in the position, so
far as the international fund is concerned,
that, assisted by our gold production, we
will be able to take our stand as a member of
the International Committee of Nations and
be on a hetter basis than we eould possibly
have been on before the war,

With regard to our internal economy, the
economists and the bank both say the same.
The important thing is to arrange as far as
possible for the supply to the eivilian popu-
lation of goods the need for which has heen
felt through the years to an inereasing de-
gree, and the lack of which has been
oceasioned by rationing and other restrie-
tions endured by our people because they
realised such things were necessary on
aceount of the war. When the war ends, the
people will be impatient to see such eontrol
removed. The more advanced our plans
are, and the more advanced are industries to
supply materials which have been in so
ghort supply, the easier will be our change-
over, and the less will be the danger of
unemployment. What is the position in re-
gard to Governments? In a report in “The
West Australian” on the 26th Aungust, the
day after Professor Copland made the
statement I have quoted, we found the Loan
Council's programme for the States for
next wvear. It was stated that a total of
£16,000,000 had been provided for Govern-
ment purposes. Out of that, £9,000,000 is
to be used for housing.

It looks to me, therefore, as if one of
Professor Copland's points is heing pro-
vided for insofar as steps are heing taken
to provide essential materials for a post-
war housing scheme. If that takes place
during the coming year, it will be in accord-
anee with the advice of the cconomists. But
do not forget that is omly third priority.
His first priority is to provide for civilian
needs in the way of simple goods we use in
every day life. He points out that Govern-
ments and local authorities will naturally
be locking for money for deferred public
works. But that has a priority which is
very much lower. If we are going to allow
those works to step in ahead of the demand
for consumable goods to meet the needs of
eivilians, we will he out of step with the
advice of eeonomists and, in my opinion,
will prejudice the post-war recovery period.
Apny natural adjustment from war to peace
requires that the first step shall be to supply
civilian nceds. The second thing is to meet
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the demand for housing. The third, which
will run in parallel with the other two, will
be to supply the goods that are required
oversea, while the fourth and last priority
should be the provision for these deferred
national works.

After all, the last mentioned are not more
urgent and the others will do more to restore
the morale of our people than will the em-
barking upon a programme of national
works. From that angle it looks to me that
quite possibly the attitude adopted by Gov-
ernments has been affected by the threat of
inflation, which was referred to in the Com-
monwealth Bank’s report. They realise that,
with the tremendous increase of money in
the hands of the public and the demands
that will exist for meeting the needs of civil
life, there will be a real danger of inflation
in the post-war period. If we Jook at what
happened after the 1914-18 war we shall
probably appreeiate how that operated. The
best way to avoid the extreme dangers of
inflation is to enable that money to be ex-
pended by the public in buying goods that
they themselves need, and the hest way to
restore curreney to a stable basis will be
by increasing produnction in order to place
real wealth behind the paper wealth that
has been placed in the hands of the publie.

It is more from that angle that I wish to
stress what, in my opinion, is the soundest
poliey for this country to adopt. It is cer-
tainly not to embark upon a scheme of
national works, for that is onme of the
features that has placed us in the unsound
position we find ourselves today. It is
largely due to the fact that we insisted upon
national works being given pricrity. One
cannot help arriving at the eonclusion that
many of those undertakings were put in
hand prior to 1932 really for the purpose
of providing employment rather than from
the standpoint of being justified on the score
of increasing our development. That is the
only excuse one can advance for some of
the great schemes that have proved
s0 disastrous to our public economy. For
example, one can trace back the position in
which the railways are today to the period
when the enormous railway construction
programme was put in hand in 1916 which
resulted in the laying down of 800 miles of
unproduetive railway lines. Asa matter of
faet, our railway economy has never caught
up with the handicap imposed upon it by
the building of those unproductive lines.
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Then again there was the main road
policy as a result of which main roads were
constructed alongside railway lines and
were allowed, until the establishment of
the Transport Board, to ecompete to the
detriment of our railways. Qbviounsly therce
was much that was unsound associated witl
such a policy. One cannot help thinking
that had the development been more in the
direction of advancing the interests of in-
dustries that supply our needs, the public
economy would be in a much sounder posi-
tion than we find it today. Referring Lo
statisties in the Commonwealth Year Book
I find that the average sum required in the
form of eapital expenditure to establish a
worker in a factory is £500. If we took
that amounnt and spent it on a national
work, &5 soon as a job was finished the
worle available would be concluded.

On the other hand, the eountry, in conse-
quence, had assumed the burden of interest
and sinking fund payments necessary to
repay that £500. If we spent the £500 in
connection with a faetory to supply the
needs of the publie, we would thereby pro-
vide permanent work because the commun-
ity would continue to require the goods
that the factory produced. From that angle,
the permanent benefit to the State would
be much greater. Again there is an in-
eressing tendency in recent years for the
State to enter the ficld of produetion with
vegard to the needs of the public. We
have an illusiration of this in the potash
industry. We have been told that up to
the date when the information was sup-
plied, £37 per ton was the cost of potash.
If they rvefer to the figures quoted by the
Minister when the agreement dealing with
the cstablishment of a potash industry was
rlaced hefore the House, memhers will rea-
lise that the iotal eost of produetion at
thal stage was represented as in the viein-
ity of one-third of what it has actually
cost to mannfacture.

The Chief Seeretary: Is not that a most
unfair use of those figures?

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do not think it is.
1f the Minister will think back, he will
realise that we were told that there had
been a very thorough investigation of the
processes required and that the result of
that investigation was that s process had
been discovered whereby we could produce
potash at Lake Campion.' Furthermore,
we were told we eould expeet production to
take place in a very short time. As a mat-
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ter of fact, the answer to my question
shows that the total tonnage of potash pro-
doced to the date when the informatien
wasg supplied was comparatively small, and,
furiher, that the daily production at the
end of the period when we could have ex-
pected those concerned to have got over
their initial difficulties with regard to the
large scale plant, was in the vicinity of
between 4.5 and 5 tons, whereas in the fig-
ures placed before Parliament we were told
that the production of the plant would be
from 10 to 15 tons per day.

IIon, W. J. Mann: Do not forget the
manpower difficulty and the faet that we
are at war!

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am not forgetting
that phase, but the faect remains that the
results do not come up to figures placed
before the House,

Hon., W. J. Mann: You are not quite
fair!

Hon. H. SEDDON: Nor is the present
position such as to lead us to expect that
the tonnage anticipated will be achieved.
I quote that illustration beeause I still nd-
here to the idea that these activities counld
better be developed by technieal skiil avail-
able to private enterprise rather than by
technicians available to the Government.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Privately employed
technical skill had the chance to develop
the industry, but it did not look at it.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Did it not?

Hon. W. J. Mann: No. I know a little
about the matter.

Hon. H. SEDDON: So do I. Al I have
to say about it is that after investigations
had been made, private enterprise was pre-
pared to carry on; but it was not prepared
to do so if the Government came into it.
That was the position.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That was only in the
last stage, but was not so before then.

Hon. H. SEDDON: As the result of the
1914-18 war, a considerable numhber of new
industries were established. For example,
since that time wireless broadeasting has
become an everyday feature of the house-
hold, whereas formerly it did not exist.
Again the refrigerator was not available in
the homes prior to the last war. The vacuum
cleaner was not as cheap or so much in use
prior to the last war ds it is now. Anyone
who takes note of the developments
that have taken place, especially with regard
to aviation, in the various instruments avail-
able in industry and the spplication of
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science in many directions, directly as the
result of the present war, will readily ap-
preciate that there will be quite as many
pnew industries established after the current
war 8s was our previous experience. For
instance, direction finding by means of wire-
less has now become an established faet. A
plane can be brought safely to an aerodrome
no matter under what conditions it may be
flying. Then again direction finding is ap-
plied in other avenues.

On top of that there is a new develop-
ment in the field of engineering which is
positively revolutionary. By means of elec-
trolysis it is now possible to make good the
wear and tear of machinery in such a way
that the wearing parts are placed in n bet-
ter condition than they were originally. That
change will affect the engineering trade tre-
mendously. Engineering practice will be
entirely altered in consequence. That serves
to indicate a few of the directions in which
industry will be influenced as the result of
the present war.

As a matter of fact, under the pressure of
the neecessities of war and the researches I
mentioned esrlier, there has been already a
tremendons advance in the application of
seience to human welfare. That is a factor
that will affect our post-war position, espe-
cially with regard to the workers, Quite
apart from the necessity to provide employ-
ment, we shall have to plan for a tremen-
dous inerease in technical and scientific edu-
cation and nlso for a gradual increase in
the leisure periods of the workers as pro-
duction adjusts itself to the demand, In
conjunction with that, there must be a steady
rise in the standard of comfort of the whole
eommunity.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Are you suggesting a
24-hour working week?

Hon. H. SEDDON: That phase will de-
pend on how the whole situation is orpgan-
ised. I am not prepared to say what the
number of working hours per week will be
if we have a soundly halaneed economy, be-
canse the possibilities of the application of
science to industry are beyond all human
comprehension. It is all a matter of a sane,
scientific approach to the problems of post-
war reconstruction. That is what will con-
vert the possibilities into more than a dream
and into accomplished facts. I bave taken
that line of argument beeause I contend the
progress which Australia has made towards
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sound economy has passed the initial stages,
and the country must make an approach
from the standpeint of encouraging produc-
tion of those things that are required in the
daily lives of the people rather than em-
bark upon large national works as the solu-
tion of our employment problem. Ag a mat-
ter of faet, that problem will not develop
if our economy is scundly and wisely based.
Certainly a certain amount of publie control
will be invelved.

There will be the necessity for factories
being allowed to embark upon the manufac-
turc of ecivil requirements to a far greater
degree than is apparent today. That means
that the necessity for some control is
indicated, and more materials and goods will
have to be made available in various direc-
tions, I wish to refer to the factors that will
bring that about. One is education. We should
raise the standard of the technical and scien-
tific education for our students in the high
schools. They must be trained in the laws
of science, social responsibility and ecitizen-
ship. That should he an integral part of
their education. That brings me to another
question, the way in hich our schoo] baild-
ings have heen allowed to fall into dis-
repair.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There are showers
at the high school on the goldfields.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, and the rain
is coming through the roof beeause of the
state of its disrepair. There is a remarkable
eontrast between our high schools and ordin-
ary schools on the goldfields and in the
country and such schools in the metropoli-
tan area.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We have not a
sehool like the James-street school on the
fields.

Hon. H. SEDDON: No.

Hon. C. B. Williams: As long as you
understand that!

Hon. H. SEDDON: The country schools
have had a raw deal for very many years.
I quite agree with what Mr. Mann said
about the difficulties experienced by child-
ren attending high schoels. Those difficulties
are very real and require prompt attention,
If the Educatinn Department is going to do
its daty, it seems to me that it will have to
concentrate more and more on the country
and goldfields schools, if necessary to the
detriment of the metropolitan schools, 'in
order to make up the leeway, I wish to
express my appreciation of the Govern-
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ment’s intended action fo establish a elinie
in connection with the laboratory om the
goldfields to accommodate men suffering
in the early stages of T.B. Such a clinie has
been waunted for a long time and the doctors
on the goldfields are enthusiastic in their
attitude towards it and are giving it their
whole-hearted support. '

After all, there is a great prejudice on the
part of the men against being sent to
‘Wooroloo. The establishment of this clinie
will result in eduveating them in their re-
sponsibility to their relatives and friends.
If they can obtain atfention on the fields
and need not be sent to Wooroloo, that is
all to the good. There is no comparison be-
tweer the climatic conditions of the two
localities. The goldfields are infinitely bet-
ter for anybody suffering from lung trouble.
It is a step in the right direction and I
sincerely hope the Government will meet
with the suceess it deserves in establishing
this elinic. The men will be able to remain
in their Lhomes among their own friends
Unfortunately, we still have a complaint
against the Commonwealth Government
about the treatment of our men who are re-
eeiving assistanee from the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund.

Heon. C. B. Williams: That is right. We
have to stick to our mates.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The State Govern-
ment, I am satisfied, has done its best to
induce the Commonwealth Government to
view this guestion in a favourable light. I
am still entirely unconvinced that the law
relating to old age and invalid pensioners
probibits the Commonwealth Government
from giving these men the monetary help
they are entitled to.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They are not coal-
miners!

Hon. H. SEDDON: No. They certainly
have a strong claim for a liberal and sym-
pathetic interpretation of the Old Age and
Invalid Pensioners Act. The monetary as-
sistance which they get from the fund should
not be deducted from the amount which
they should receive as old age or invalid
pensioners. I sincerely hope the State Gov-
ernment will eontinue its representations to
the Commonwealth Government and induce
the Iatter to take a more liberal and sym-
pathetic view of the question.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Irrespective of party
polifies. .

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes. These men
should receive the complete benefit from the
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fund that has been created by themselves,
with the assistance of their employers and
the State Government. I hope thet the pros-
pects of an early peace in Europe will be
realised quickly, and that when peace comes
wo shall find that both the Commeonwealth
and State Governments have fully dis-
charged their duty in preparing for peace in
" time of war, that we shall have established
in Australia an economy which will not
only be soundly based but which will give
to the workers such a high standard as to
make us the envy of the other civilised
nations of which we form a part. 1 have
much pleasure in supporting the motion.

HON. W. R. HALL {North-East): I in-
tend to be brief in my remarks. I am fully
in accord with some of the members in an-
other place who spoke about the nature of
the interest taken by Ministers in what was
seid by participants in the Address-in-Reply
debate. I have been a member of this
Chamber for only a few years and have
listened attentively to the speeches that have
been made and to the requests that have
been prefered by various members in con-
nection with the requirements of their con-
stitueneies. I can honestly say that if
notice has been taken by Ministers of such
requests there have been no apparent results.
To my way of thinking this debate affords
members an opportunity to bring before the
Government the requirements of their con-
stituencies. We make known their wants on
the Address-in-reply debate in the interests
of the people whom we serve. I shall con-
fine myself tounight to one or two suhjeets
affecting the North-East Province and par-
ticularly the goldmining industry. One of
the serious difficulties of that industry to-
day is its fuel requirements, Some of the
mines use oil and therefore are not affected
by a shortage in the supply of firewood,
and it is with the latter subject that I pro-
pose to deal.

Much has been said during this debate
with regard to fuel supplies for the mines,
and I take this opportunity of warning the
Government that if firewood supplies from
the Lakewood line are interrupted, the result
will be that our mineg using firewood will
close down for at least the duration of the
war. That is a serious statement to make,
but it has been made by the managers con-
trolling those mines. On the 14th or 15th
August—] am not quite sure of the date—
‘a conference was held in EKalgoorlie at which
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the Chamber of Mines, the loeal governing
bodies, the Forests Department and other
departments were represented, and the ques-
tion of firewood supplies was discussed. We
have always had the same reply, “We are
sympathetic.” We can get that reply from
any Minister. Ministers are always sym-
pathetic, but that is about the limit of what
they will do for the industry. The firewood
position on the Goldfields at present is not
altogether the faunlt of the Government; the
Forests Department, the woodline company
and private contractors should eco-operate
more fully with the firewood cutters so that
we will have an uninterrupted sapply of
firewood for the mines using it and for the
power corporation.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And for the people
generally.

Hon, W, R, HALL: I have not dealt
with the guestion of domestic supplies, as I
think the industry comes first, I know that
the question of domestic supplies is just as
serious, but it is the mines that keep the
people in Kalgoorlie where they are today.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There is no gas
supply on the Goldfields,

Hon. W. R. HALL: The Liquid Fuel
Board has a lot to do with the shortage of
domestic supplies of firewood. We have
heard much talk about the rehabilitation of
the goldmining industry, whieh, it is said,
will absorb 20,000 men after the war; but
if the mines close down owing to shortage
of fuel they will be guite unable to absorh
so many workers. Therefore I hope the Gov-
ernment will endeavour to see that the
parties interested in the supply of fire-
wood to Kalgoorlie eo-operate more fully
I say forther that the domestic firewood
position has become very acnte during the
last three years. The old age pensioners
have not a ghost of a chance of getting
firewood to keep themselves warm during
the winter. The domestic supplies for
nearly all the families have become very
short. The whole town hes been very short
supplied. A conference was called and the
position made clear to the Liguid Fuel
Control Board that if it made sufficient fuel
available to the private contractors the
position would be overcome. Within the
last four months the board has seen its way
to send a representative to the Goldfields
with the object of providing the .genuine
contractors with the necessary fuel so that
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they may maintain wood supplies,  This
move has had the desired effect.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You did your
duty.

Hon. W. R. HALL: T am not worrying
very much about my duty in regard to the
matler. This is something which seriously
aftects the Gtoldfields. It is not something
which has happened only this year. It oc-
curs each year with regard to the supply to
the mines. It is up to the Government to
see that wood supplies are available before
the posifion gets too bad. Another serious
matter I want to mention is in eonneetion
with the Referendum ecampaign. This was
brought up by some of the Federal Mins-
ters on the occasion of their visit to the
Goldfields and to the metropolitan area. I
am mnot concerned with the Ministers’
speeches so far as they dealt with the Ref-
erendum campaign, but I am concerned
with what they had to say about the gold-
mining industry in Western Australia. On
Wednesday, the 16th Aungust last, the
“Ealgoorlie Miner"” stated that Mr. Ward,
of Melbourne—

Hon, C. B, Williams: He is mot from
Melbourne; he is from New Scouth Wales.

Hon. W. R. HALL: T ask the hon. memn-
ber to give me a chance to put forward my
case.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
member keep quiet?

Hon. C. B. Williams:
New South Wales.

The PRESIDENT: Order! If the hon,
member interrupts again I will have to
take other steps.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He does not come
from Melbourne.

The PRESIDENT: Order! .

Hon. W. R. HALL: Mr. Ward is reported
to have said that the future of goldmining
would depend on the place assigned to gold
in world economies after the war and that,
as far as he was concerned, he thought it
stupid to tnke gold out of one hole and put
it into another. He would rather see other
induatries developed to take the place of
goldmining, There may be some sense in
what he says, but as long as there is gold to
he won from the ground, there will always be
men to dig it out, and there will always be
prospectors drawn by the lure to find gold.
Also. while gold is a medinm of curreney,
whether it costs men’s lives or not., they
will always be there to find it. Although
these fellows eame over on the Referendum

Will the hon,

He comes from
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campaign and tried to belittle the goldmin-
ing industry, they asked the people to vole
“Yes,'' Kalgoorlie was very gemerous to
them. Kalgoorlie voted “Yes'’ by a two
to one majority.

The people on the Goldfields are very
loyal. Mr. Ward’s statement was not the
only one made by a Federal member. I
cannot find the cutting contairing the other
gentleman’s remarks, but he alse had some-
thing to say about gold. Where would we
be if it were not for the goldmining indus-
try of Western Australia? We would not
exist; we wounld not be here talking about
it! When TFederal members, irrespective
of the party they represent, eome over
from the Enstern States and try to teli ne
that they would rather see the goldmining
industry out of existence, I am amazed. It
is bevond my comprehension that men
should say such a thing when they know
whai; value gold has been to this State and
also to the Commonwealth as a whole. 1
desire to deal with some other matters this
evening. One coneerns the present discon-
tent in the Army and the other Forces of
Australia. Every day I receive letters
from men in uniform ststing that the
writers wish to be released from the Army.
I think other members get the same sort
of letters, and they come not in ones and
twos, but in dozens. Men joined up two
or three vears ago and thought they would
be posted to an operational area, but they
have passed the whole of their time in Aus-
tralin merely being transported from one
State to anmother.

It is only natural that those men would
become discontented. They feel that they
eould do a better job in civilian life, and
T believe that that is so. They tell me how.
thev are walking round the camps doing
nothing for their five or six shillings a
day., T broucht this matter up two years
azo when I noticed the same thing occurring
the other side of Midland Junetion. It is
happening again today. I have letters from
men in the Air Foree and in the Army.
This should be brought before the Army
anthorities so that they mieht take into con-
sideration the question whether the services
of these men shonld be put to something
more advantageous to themselves in particu-
lar and the State in general than walking -
around Army camps in Perth and the
saburbs, or in other States. T say this be-
cause I feel that the manpower authorities
have not reeceived proper eo-operation, and
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have not the requisite power to get men
released from the Army.

There is another very serious aspect in
connection with this matter, namely, whers
persona] animus iz displayed by C.0’s. to
their men who apply for release. Those
officers have not the foresight to see that
their men could be doing & better job in
civil life than they are carrying out in the
Army. If this were a matter of only two
or three cases I would take no notice of it,
but when these complaints come from dozens
of men it becomes important. There must
be some truth in what they say. All men ave
not liars. I hope the Commonwealth Gov-
erament will, in the near future, see its way
clear to release these men if they are not
1o be sent to an operational area, so that
we can start on the rehabilitation of the
varioys industries in the different States,

The question of education has been raised
by each member who has spoken on the
Address-in-reply. What they have said has
been true. At Kalgoorlie, and on the (old-
fields generally, and throughout the North-
East Province, the schools are in a very bad
condition. The eduncational facilities are
poor. I understand it was mooted that the
Brown Hill school, which has 19 scholars,
should be closed. I suppose that was sug-
pested in order to save expense. There must
be some reason for it. Perhaps the reason
is lack of manpower. Although the school is
only three miles from another school the
children attending it are so young that the
parents will not be prepared to remain at
Brown Hill, but will want to reside nearer
Kalgoorle. The same thing applies at Lake-
wood, which is six miles from Kalgoorlie.
I hear talk of a bus service for the children
who have attained the required standard and
are a certain age.

It strikes me that, in the last few years,
the Education Department has pone mad
ol bus sérvices. Aecording to a question
asked by a member last year the State Gov-
ernment, through the Education Department,
spent gsome thousands of pounds on buses
for the purpose of transporting children to
school. Now T understand they want to
start one at Kalgoorlie. One would think
that Kalgoorlie is an isolated area! I at-
tended the South Kalgoorlie sehool in 1908
and 1909 when it was something to be prond
of, and later the Kalgoorlie school. These
buildings now are just eye-sores; it is some-
thing of 'a disgrace to think that the child-
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ren of today have to be educated at such
places. They are only apologies for schools.

Another matter I wish to discuss is that
of water charges. Recently a deputation
representative of the local authorities from
Mundaring to Kalgoorlie waited on the Min-
ister for Water Supplies. That deputation
stated its case a month or five weeks ago, and
to dnte nothing has been heard from the
Minister. T understood that he was work-
ing very hard on the guestion before tha
deputation waited om him, and I can only
think that he must have been working hard
on it since because we have received no reply
from him, oral or written. I would be glad
to hear that something is to be done regard-
ing the matters raised by that deputation.

This House, in my opinion, has always
had a very had name in regard to its atti-
tude to industrial legislation for the benefit
of workers, and particularly measures per-
taining to workers’ compensation and mine
workers’ relief. During this session some
amending mensures will be brought before
Parliament, and I ask members to give them
their serious nttention and appreciate what
their effect will be on men whose days may
be said to be numbered and who have a very
short sojourn left to them on this earth. I
think we are in duty bouad to do every-
thing possible to alleviate the sufferings of
the men who have been affeeted by miner’s
diseases. These men have rcally given their
lives to the mining industry and made it
what it is. They have made the State what
it is and the metropolitan area what we find
it today. All this has cost the miners a preat
deal of sufferinng through loss of health,
In conelusion, T am pleased that the war
outlook is so much brighter, It seems that
we are now at the beginning of the end. I
hope the time is not far distant when we
shall not be occupied with planning for
post-war reconstruction but will be engaged
in doing the aetual job. I have pleasurc in
supporting the motion.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West): I sup-
port the previous speakers in their rvon-
gratulations to our Fighting Forces and the
United Nations on their excellent war
achicvements. A few months ago no one
contemnplated that such a rapid change
could take place in sach a short period. We
are told that the end is in sight, and no
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doubt there will be world-wide rejoicing
when the last shot hes been fired. Mr.
Fraser, in moving the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply, said he congratulated every
section of the people on their war effort.
I regret that I cannot go so far. It will be
agreed that we in Australia have a certain
clement who are getually disloyal. They
are not true to Australian itype and sooner
or later will have to be dealt with. It is
bad for the good name of Australia tbat
such a small section of the people should
persistently defy the accredited authority,
namely, the Commonwealth Government. 1t
is terrible to have to submit to what is going
on at present. No doubt the war situation
plays into the hands of these people, and
it is difficult for the Government to deal
with them.

Much has been said about post-war re-
construction and providing work for returned
soldiers. I think that after the war the
problem will be not one of finding work
but of finding labour. It is not necessary
to enlarge upon the responsibility of the
Government after the war in the matter of
finding jobs. If private enterprise is per-
mitted to function in the usnal way and the
Government goes on with publie works and
land settlement, I feel sure there will be
very little unemployment for a eonsiderable
time nt least. In addition, loeal anthorities
have been encouraged to set aside fairly
large sums of money for post-war reecon-
struction, and this will help greatly in mak-
ing work gvailable.

Land settlement is important for the
future of this State, and the soldiers who
desire to settle on the land should be dis-
couraged from poing into dry areas while
there is plenty of land available with a reli-
able rainfall. I feel sure that many people
have very little idea of the possibilities of
this State in the direction of primary pro-
duction, The South-West province alonv
could accommodate a large population if
only reliable markets for the produce cuvuld
be established. I am of epinion that unless
delegates at the Peace Conference agree
upon a fair measure of international trade,
the future of Australia will net be so bright.
This may be difficult to arrange, but without
it population and development cannot be
satisfactorily intreased. I think that who-
ever represent Austrelia at the settlement
after the war should be free and unfettered
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to do the right thing and, if they are
not sure, they should set to work to find
out how far they can meet the delegates of
other nations. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment would have been far better employed
in doing something along these lines instead
of trying to carry through the Referendum.

The present tendency is to manufaeture
100 per cent. of our local requirements
which, of course, are not very great. If
this policy is continued, it will probably
mean that we shall revert to the days when
butten-fat here was bringing about 8d.
per 1lb. while in France butter was being
sold at 4s. Gd, a }b. That was duoe entirely
to the econemic situation prevailing
amongst the various countries. While we
want, to encourage industry, I think we
ought to look at the other side of the pie-
ture and try to provide markets, because
we are naturally a primary producing
country and, if we would also absorb a
large population, we must develop the
country. I cannot see how we can do this
and continue to live self-contained within
our own borders. The problem is complex
and perhaps one that I ought not to say
too much about, but I have sufficient com-
monsense to know that if we want to be-
come a great nation, we have to trade with
other eountries and we cannot accomplisn
that by remaining, as in the past, strietly
within our own confines.

Just before the Referendnm, the Com-
monwealth Government announced that it
was making available £300,000,000 for post-
war reconstrnetion. I do not know whether
that was a bait to bolster the “*Yes’' eam-
paign, but T tonk it that the £300,000,000
wonld be ndditional to the sum required
for the work usually carried out with Fede-
ral money before the war. Now, however,
I find that whatever amount was handed
over hy the Commonweslth Government
hefore the war will he included in the
£300,000,000. Doubtless the total providel
by the Commonwealth Government for the
several States wonld be a large amonnt m
the aggregate, and it would be interesting
to know what we are getting ont of the
£300,000,000 over and above what we wounld®
have received if there had been no war, It
was certainly misleading to talk azbeunt
making £300,000,000 available for post-war
reconstruetion without explaining that fact.

Another auestion requiring consideration
is that of providing plant for some of the
works proposed to be carried ouf. after the
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war. We have many committees and much
has been said about the division of
responsibility for finsnce, but I have
not heard of anything being done in
the matter of providing machinery
This is a very important matter. Koad
boards at the present time are unable to
buy the plant they require, which is not
surprising, but we feel concerned when we
find that agents are noi prepared to accept
an order for plant. I tried to place an
order for a road board the other day for
a on¢-man grader, and could noft do so.
Nobody would aecept the order, even for
post-war delivery. The position seems
obscure, and every effort should be made
to provide the plant required not only for
road-making but also for land clearing. We
do not want soldiers fo go into the country
and clear the land with an axe; we do not
want to dig drains with picks and shovels
as was done at Harvey during the depres-
sion. We want to obviate that sort of
thing and carrv on work in a businesslike
way and get it done at the least possible
expense.

I was impressed with the wonderful work
I saw being done on a farm with a machine
called a butldozer owned by the Depart-
ment of Agrieulture. It was the first time
I had seen one of these machines working.
It is said to be capable of clearing from
eight to ten aeres of fairly thiek ecuntry
eoch day, and I was informed that the cost
was £10 per day. 1 am satisfied that the
work being done was worth anything from
£2 to £30 per day; in faet, I doubt
whether it could be done in the ordinary
way even at the higher figure. I am in-
formed that a machine of this type costs
several thousand pounds and it, of course,
would be far toe dear for any average
farmer to buy. Besides, he would not have
sufficient work to keep it fully employed.
But it would be sound business for ine
Government to provide more of these
machines and let them out to farmers at
£10 per day, or a higher rate if necessary.
1. understand that on the charge being
made, the Government was doing very well
and, on the other hand, the farmer was
doing well. Quite a number of farmers
wapt the use of that machine and cannot
get it because it has foo mugh work shead.

There are also smaller machines that
might be provided in the same way. A
great deal of land development could he
carried ont on a co-operative basis if only
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such machines were provided. I would like
to sce them made available by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for preference, be-
cause farmers would then be able to ascer-
tain when they would be available. If they
were provided by a private contractor, the
machine might be here today and gone to-
morrow and next year not be available at
all. It is most important to have machin-
ery to do this work. Whether it be elear-
ing land for new settlers, road-making or
any other big work, we should have the
right plant to do the job. I hope the Gov-
ernment will take steps to provide some
of this machinety so that it will be ready
for use when we begin to rehabilitate our
soldiers.

There has been some eriticism ahout the
delay in providing farms for returned sol-
diers. Two or three cases have been brought
under my notice in which returned soldiers
have not been able to get any satisfaction
from the Lands Department, 1 have reason
to believe that this is not the fault of the
Minister for Lands. I believe that he put
up a scheme some months ago, but could
get no satisfaction from Canberra. I am
convineed from what T have read in the news-
paper during the last few days that this
belief is correct, because the Premiers' Con-
ference has further postponed consideration
of the question. We have a few soldiers who
want to know where they stand, and when
they make application fo the department
they ean pet no satisfaction. This is a very
bad beginning, and I hope the Common-
wealth Government will come to light and
assist the State to give these men satisfac-
tion.

In the South-West there has been a cer-
tain amount of disappeintment over the pro-
posed power scheme for their part of
the BState, because of the announce.
ment of the South Fremantle projeet,
without any definite move having been
made to provide the South-West with
power. I am not an expert and have no
desire to criticise the Government, but 1 have
taken some interest in electricity and have
also taken the trouble to obtain certain in-
formation from Vicforia. It seems to me
that what we require is not too many power
stations but plenty of consumers. The cost
of elactricity is governed by the eonsumption,
and if we are going to have three or four
power stations for a small eommunity, the
charge must necessarily be much higher than
if we provided the power from one or two
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stations. In Victoria, a great success has
been made of the elecirieity scheme. When
the Electricity Commission was formed in
that State, it took over a number of under-
takings, and though millions of money have
been spent, the interest and sinking fund
charges have been more than met.

It is an interesting fact that in the 78 coun-
try centres with loecal undertakings acquired
by the Vietorian Electricity Commission,
the overall use of electricity has increased
by 774 per cent. and the overall cost of elec-
tricity sold in such eentres has decressed
from 8.62d. to 2.45d. per unit. These 78
centres that had their own schemes—schemes
such as we have in the South-West—were
taken over by this body without any guaran-
tee whatever. The commission has given
them a very efficient service and reduced the
cost from over 8d. per unit to a liltle more
than 2d. per unit. We in the South-West
do not expect anything to ecompare with
that; at the same time, we are not asking
for a scheme whereby we shall have to pay
an exorbitant rate for current. Today we
have small schemes dotted all over the
countryside, but they are very expensive and
we want to get g more efficient supply and a
much cheaper supply. Already there are
far too many small schemes authorised or
started in the South-West, and of course
these have to be dealt with when a larger
and ore efficient scheme is put in to serve
the whole distriet.

In Vietoria the country centres were not
taken over simultaneously. They had to
wait until the time was opportune, or until
the Electricity Commission could take them
over. That would apply to our South-West.
In this country the process would take much
longer because of the preat distances separat-
ing the various towns oceupied by small
communities. We have a wonderful country
in the South-West. I feel quite sure that all
members of this House are not as fully
aware of the possibilities of the district as
they would be if they fravelled the length
and breadth of it. We have to make it
worth while for people to live in the bush.
Encouragement must be given them, and that
costs & lot of money in the beginning. There
is no risk involved in spending money in
the South-West. At Pemberton recently
some people told me of their wonderful
suecess on the land. The outlook in the
South-West is perfectly sound. However,
the people there complain of varicus incon-
veniences,
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The power scheme which the Government
has announced is eausing a good deal of dis-
satisfaction. If the experts are of opinion
that it is out of the question te provide
electricity for the South-West, why do they
not say so, why do fhey not tell the people?
At the last road board conference in Perth
the Director of Works, in connection with
post-war reconstruction, mentioned the works
the Government was going to construet, in-
cluding a water stheme which would ecost
the State £9,000,000. Road board delegates
were asked to support that scheme because
if it was not put in as a reconstruetion work
it would probably be delayed for 50 years.
I was surprised that the Director of Works
sat down without making any reference to
this importeut electricity schemme. T trust
that something will now he done one way
or the other., We do not want an expensive
scheme, and we do not want g scheme just
becanse people are agitating for it. We
want a scheme that will be economical for
farmers and all concerned.

There has heen some talk ahout the Agri-
eultural Bank rate. That has bheen going
on for a long time. The Road Board Asso-
ciation has sent deputations to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and also a deputation
to the Minister on one oceasion; but we have
never been able to secore any consideration
in the form of part payment of rates. I
would support a suggestion that something
should be done, and more particularly done
now, as the farmers are getting better priees
for their products. It is only a fair thing
that road boards which have rates outstand-
ing should receive a small amount to enable
them to carry out necessary public works in
their districts. Farmers cannot carry on
without roads, and roads cannot be eon-
structed without money; and it is not fair
to increase rates of interest on a property
because there is a mortgage or lien on it
Roed boards should now receive at least a
small proportion of their rates.

The questions of main roads and trans-
port and noxious and poisonous weeds are
important,. We have in this State a num-
ber of noxious weeds, some of which are
highly poisonous. If the authorities do not
take steps either to eradieate them or to
keep them down, they will in time become
a very serious menace. The worst noxious
weed, in my opinion, is the Cape Tulip,
wkich has & very attractive flower standing
about 12 or 18 inches above the ground. At
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this time of the year the cattle eat it readily,
and it kills them'in a few honrs. The plant
is spreading, and people do not understand
what it is. There is quite 8 lot of it on
the roads of the metropolitan area. The
other day 1 was on a 12-mile section of a
highway, and saw one single Cape Tulip and
took the opportunity to eradicate it. The
plant appears to spread in places where one
would least expect to find it. The Agricul-
tural Department should. see that the local
authorities employ competent inspectors of
noxious weeds, or else take some other steps
to have the menace checked.

The Department of Agriculture has been
doing a very good job latterly, but prior
to the war it was understaffed. I hope that
position will not recur after the war. The
department cannot be expected to police the
various pests if it has not sufficient men
to do the work. More especially the depart-
ment should give attention to stock diseases.
A number of them are going unchecked
owing to the department not having the
necessary staff. This matter is of great im-
portance to Western Australia becanse we
depend so much on stock, Another import-
ant subjeet is the question of our main high-
ways. -Many years ago, at a south-western
conference, I put through a resolution re-
commending to the Works Department that
all wain and feeder roads should be sur-
veyed not less than 1% chains wide. The
idea is that a one-chain road is no use for
fast-moving traffie, especially in country
areas where stock are frequently travelled.
The vesolution was not acted nupon, although
sent forvard by the conference. Many years
afterwards, however, the Main Roads Board
did widen one or two main roads, and a
few others have since been surveyed wider
than one chain; but there are still hundreds
of miles of important roads only a chain
wide. We have the spectacle of the Canning
Highway, & narrow road today. What will
it be 'in years to come? I do not see why
the widening of that road cannot be carried
out before there is too much development.
If ‘the roads were surveyed 1% chains no
one would lose very much, because the land
is not valuable now.

‘We have seen the mistakes that have been
made in the past. Mr. Seddon said that it
was wrong for the Main Roads Board to
<anstruect ronds parallel with the railway
Tine because that did the railways a lot of
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harm. It may have done ihe railways some
harm, but it has done the public spme good.
I assure members that the main roads have
been & blessing to the people of this State.
I hope that after the war our transport
facilities will receive an overhaul with a
view to their being brought up o date. It
seems to me entirely wrong to prevent people
from baving the best possible transport, just
because it is interfering with a Government
undertaking such as the railways. The
Transport Board has done a very good job,
and has apparently come to stay. However,
we should allow people to use road trans-
port if that is so much better than other
transport available. Although we have to
pay for the railways, we do not want them
to stand in the way of development or in
the way of people gefting fo and from the
country quickly. I do not think there is
any need for me to say rouch about schools.
We know that every district has some com-
plaint concerning the need of repairs to
schools, but that is not the fault of the Gov-
ernment but of the manpower position, It
seems to me that not now buf after peace
has been declared will be the time to delve
into these matters.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, de-
bate adjonrned.

House adjourned at 9.3 p.m.
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